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Women who head famlhes
-a socioeconomic ana1y51s S

| Speaal Labor Force Report shows
women who headed families were _
younger and more likely to work in
1975 than 1960, but the family income
of almost 4 out of 10 was below $5,000

BEVERLY JOHNSON MCEADDY . 8

Over the course of the last 35 years, families headed
by women have become-a significant, although still
small portion of America’s population. Between 1940
and 1975, families headed by women doubled in
number, reaching 7.2 million, or 1 out of every 8
_families. At the same time, the number of families
~ headed by men grew to 48.5 million, only a 70-

- percent increase (table 1). The accelerated growth
of families headed by women in recent years, espe-
- cially since 1970, has been of concern in part be-
cause 1 out of every 3; as -compared with 1 out of
every 18 of the families headed by men, is living at
or below what is generally defined as the poverty
level.* ' .

Age, marital s;atus,'and race
Women heading their own families are much
younger today than in earlier periods. .Since 1960,

their median age has dropped-substantially from 50.5
to 43.4 years (table 2). In March 1975, 1 of every

10 female family heads was under age 25 compared

~ with 1 of every,25 in 1960. Even though this young
age group typically experiences the greatest difficul-
ties in the labor market, ‘the unemp]oyment rate of

. Beverly Johnson McEaddy is a social science research ana-
lyst in the Office of Current Employment Analysns, Bureau '

of .Labor Statistics.

. Reprinted from June '11976
Monthly Labor Review

female famllv heads age 25 to 44 is also very high.
The younger average age of today’s female heads
is directly related to the changes in their marital
composition. Over the past 15 years, the number of
divorced women heading families. tripled and the
number of single (never married) women nearly
doubled (table 3). On the other hand, the number
of widows, -who accounted for half of all women
heading families in 1960, increased by only 14 per-
cent. oo ' ‘
Contributing to the upsurge in families broken by -
divorce were several long- and short-term develop-
ments that coincided in the late 1960’s and early
1970’s. One was a major effort to reform the divorce -
laws, and especnally to advocate the adoption - of
no-fault divorce regulations. As of January 1974,
23 States had adopted some form of no-fault divorce

- laws; just since 1971, 16 States have adopted the
. no-fault concept.? Another development was the

availability of free legal aid which enabled peréons
in many of the poorer families to obtain a divorce.’
Moreover, . society’s attitudes toward dworce had

+ relaxed.® Increasingly, young wives were having

fewer chlldren and were living in an economy which

- offered” many the -opportunity to~get jobs, paying

enough for them to think of living mdependently of
their husbands.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

v 4 ~ 'Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Black women accounted for a third f the overall
increase in the number of female heads since 1960,
but only one-fifth of the increase in divorced female
heads. In contrast, black women accounted for four-

fifths of the total growth of all single women heading
- families. By March 1975, 1 out of every 5 black fe-

male huads had never married, compared with 1 out
of 10 in 1960. This tremendous gain may be ex-
plained by a rejaxation in social attitudes regarding
never-married women as mothers. Such a change
may also have permitted an increasing number of
black mothers who had never been married to ac-
curately report their marital status.* Furthermore, in
miost parts of our country today, single women are
allowed to adopt children, a custom that was once
unheard of. Black women heading families were more
than twice as likely to be single as white, and because
their marital composition is so different from their

white counterparts, a large gap exists between their .

median ages, 38.3 and 45.7 years, respectively.

Labor force participation

The proportion of all female family hegads in the
labor force has drifted slowly upward, from -49.9
percent in 1960 to 50.9 percent in 1965, and to 52.9
and. 54.3 percent in 1970 and 1975. Over this same
period, the labor force participation rate for wives

Table 1.

[Numbers ‘n lhr':usandsl

All tamiiies
Headed by women
Year : e e e e
Total Weaded by '
men As percent
Total of total
tamilies
32,166 28,550 3.616 11.2
35,794 32,397 3,397 8.5
39.303 35.624 3.679 9.4
41,951 1Y 4.234 10.1
45,062 40,568 4,494 100
47,836 . 42,830 5. 006 10.5
51.227 ° " 45,654 5.573 10.9 -
51,947 45,997 £,950 11.5
53,280 47.09% 6,184 11.6
54, 361 47.761 6.600 12.1
. 55. 641 48,243 6.798 12.4
55.700 48,462 7.238 13.0

1 Data were collected in April of 1940, 1947, and 1955 and March of all other years.

SOURCE: Data for 1940, 1947, 1950, and 1955 are from Houiaho[d: and Families

- by Type: March 1975 (Advance Report), Current Population Reports, Population

Characterlstics, Series P-20, No. 282 (Bureau of the Census, 1375). table . Data for
1960 and later are from Special Labor Force Reports on Marital and Family Character.

. istics of Workers for the year specified. produced by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

4

Number and proportlon of familles headed by
. women and men, sclected years, 1940 to present

0,

rose at a much faster pace—from 30.5 percent in
1960 to 44.4 percent in 1975. The most recent in-

credses in labor force participation rates occurréd in »

the younger age groups for family heads and in both
the younger and middle-age groups for wives.

Despite the tremendous increase in the participa-
tion rates of wives under 45 years of age, the labor
force participation rates for women who head fami-
lies remain higher than those of wives, as shown
below: - .

Tota'I, . '
16 ' - 65
and 1610 25t0 3510 4510 55t0 and

) older 24 34 44 54 64 older
1970

Female . :

heads ... 529 S51.6 609 67.1 704 585 11.1
Wives .... 40.8 45.6 39.3 472 495 358 19

1975 ,

Female . .

heads ... 543 568 609 667 670 560 9.7
Wives .... 444 552 483 521 503 358 7.2

[

i . 8
‘Only among the 16- to 24-y€ar-olds was the 1975

participation rate for-women heading families not ...

significantly higher than that” for wives. This prox-
imity of rates for women in the youngest ages is due
to the spectacular increases -in labor force participa-

3

tion made by wives age 20 to 24. From 1970 to -

1975, their participation rate rose from 47.4 to 57.1
percent, while the rate for female heads under age 25
grew. by less than half that:amount. -

The age factor is also important when comparing
the higher labor force participation rates of divorced,
sepdrated, and single female heads, whose median
ages are in the 30’s, with the lower participation rates

of widows heading families and wives, whose median
«+ ages are 60 and 41.8 years, respectively.

A higher proportion of black than white wives in
the population work or look for work,'but the reverse
applies to black and white family heads. The labor
force partiéipation rate for black female heads was
_51.1 percent in 1975, compared with' 55.6 - percent
“for white female heads (table 4). This is probably

due to the higher proportion of never-married fa:nily .
" heads among the blacks and their lower participstion °

rate—47.2 percent—compared with 59.5 percent for

the white single family heads. Anotfier contributing
factor could be the greater proportion of . black

women with young children in the home, 71 percent

compared with 57 percent for white heads.
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" Table 2. Age of female family heads, by race, 1960, 1970, 1975 - o LR

iy
{Numbers in thousands] '
:. : : .
} ) 15601 1970 1975 .
’ Race and age _ | . "
© : ? Number | . Percent Number Percent Number Percent
- B N : -
' ALL RACES -

IR Y W U UNU UV 4,494 1000 * | 557 100.0 7.238 100.0
Under 25 years. 180 4.0 437 - Y 738 10.2
2510 34 years__._. 620_ 13.8 919 16.5 1.613 22.3
3510 44 years.._ - - 921 ., 20.5 1,075 19.3 1,511 20.9
45 to 54 years_. 948 21.1 1,115 20.0 1,335 18.4

-55 to 64 years._ .. 782 17.4 917 16.4 L. 932 12,9

- 65 years and ov - 1,043 23.2 1,115 20.0 1,108 15.3
Median age (years)..._ 50.5  feeeeooeeoeo-- 8.2 foeeeoiiia a4 .

R U 3.547 100.0 4,185 100.0 5,211 100.0-

Under 25 years. 121 3.4 283 6.8 437 8.4

25 to 34 years.__ 404 1.4 - 588 14.1 1.072 20.6

35to 44 years__ 692 19.5 749 179 1,030 . 19.8 7
45 to 54 years._. 710 21.7 870 - 20.8 - 999 19.2
55 to 64 years__.____ 649 18.3 744 - 17.8 . 765 U7

65 years and over. ___ 912 25.7 951 22.7 90}‘ 1 “17.4

Median age (Years) .. o oeiiaeo- 52.2- | 504 | ... 49, e
’ ’ » R

Tl meeee e e 947 100.0 1,349 100 .| 1,99 100.0

Under 25years. . _..___.____ e .- 59 _ 6.2 150 1.1 203 15.1

2580 38 YOArS o e et cm i a—— e - 214 22.6 325 - 4.1 526 .2

35 to 44 years___. - 230 4.3 319 23.6 460 23.7

© 45 to 54 years.. . - 180 19.0 237 17.6 . 315 16.3

S5 to 64 years..._ - 134 14.2 164 12.2 155 - 8.0

65 years and over. _. . 131 13.8 155 ‘11.5 187 9.7
Median age (YeArS) & oo e ean e e ammcmememtanemnn 438 |- 413 ... 38.3 |-

>

_rate of women heading families—?38.1 percent. Over

1 Data for blagks®in 1960 include all races other than white, The racial distribution
for 1960 is based'gn data from the Census Population, 1960, Subjecis Reports,

°

Widows had the

lowest ‘labor force participation

6 out of every 10 of these women are 55 years old or
over, ages when many working women ‘retire from

the labor force. A majority of widows have financial-

" resources such as social security payments available
" to them on the basis of their husbands’ work record.

Moreover, widows with children aré often discour-
aged by the social security earnings test from work-
ing to supplement their income.* Despite the receipt

* of social security benefits, one-third of the widowed

mothers are poor, with poverty more likely if there

. are . three children or jnore. Nevertheless, widows

with children’ were better off financially than di-

- vorced and separated ‘mothers.®

Work experience. The cumulative number of per-
sons who work at some time during the year is, of

~ course, greater than the number who work at any

onc time. Women who head their own families are

- 1o t;xceptiori to this—although 3.9 million women

PC(2)-4A and 4B (Bureau of the Census, 1963).

[y

heading families were working in March 1975, 4.3
million female family heads reported working . at
some time during 1974. They represented 60 percent
of all women heading families and were more likely
than wives to be working full time at year-round jobs
—55 percent compared with 43 “percent. of wives
“Part of the explanation for thi$ difference may lie in
the heavier financial burdens shouldered by the
women who head their own families, especially if

" children are present. However, even when working

full time all year, earnings of female heads were rela-
tively low: in- 1974, their median family income was
$7,610.7

Unemployment. Since 1970, the overall unempléy-
‘mént rate for women who head families has been 3
to 4 percentage points higher than the rate for male,

- heads and has been somewhat higher than the rate

“for wives. As shown below, the difference between
the "unemployment rates of women heading families
and wives is almost entirely because of the ‘higher

6 - T 3
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jobless rate of black women headlng fatmlles

. 1970 1975
Total White Black Total White Black

5.6

heads ...:.... 4.7 1.5 . 100 87 . 140"
Married women, - T
husband present 48 ..4.6 6.6 85 83 110

Married men, o ’
. wife present ... 2.6 - 60 57 114

25" 3.8

The . economic recession "at mid-decade had a

- greater impact on the unemployment rate of the hus-

bands—which rose 130 percent from 1970—than on

MONTHLY LABOR REVIEW June 1976 » Women Who Head Families

the rate for women family heads, which rose by some

80 percent.

Qccupaﬁons -
"The number of employed women heading families
increased by 30 percent between March 1970 and-

March 1973,-but their occupational pattern did not. A

change significantly. As is the case.for, women in
general, employed female family heads were micte
cancentrated in lower sKilled, lower paid occupations
than employed male heads,-and their occupational
pattern was- altered substantially by their marital ’
status and race (table 5). Those who had never

Tabie 3. erltal status of. hmale femily hends, by race,
1960, 1970, 1975 ) .

[

Number (in thousarida)] Percent diatribution
Marital atatus and race
19601 | 1970 | 1975- 1960. 1970 | 1875
ALL RACES . _
Total e e ecceaaeanen 4,494 | 5,573 | 7,238 lm.O'_ 100.0 _lm.o
Never married. ..._.....: e sa| ew| 92| ne| 109 127
Married, husband absent__...__. 980 f.1.324 | 1.645 | 21.8} 23.7 | 22.7
Divorced._____ . ... 7501 1,258 {2,109 | 187] 22.5| 23.1
2,389 | 2,558 | «9.9| 42.8| 35.3
4,185 | 5,211 | 100.0 § 100.0 | 100.0
385 451 11.8 9.2 9.4
776 852 | 17.6 18.51 18.3
1,058 | 1,714 18.1{ 25.3| 32.9
1,96 | 2,02 | s2.5| o0 ;4
1;349 1,837 1 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Nover married...._.....o..... | a4 108l 162] 25
" . Married, hysband absent...__... 535 | 674}.37.44 3871 3.8
Divorced. ... coo.o.... HQ . 192 367 11.6 u.2| 15.0
quomd ...................... 381 403 476 40.2]| 9.9 4.6

? Data for blacks in 1960, inciudé:s alf races other than white, The racial distribution
PC(Z)-M and 48 (Buruu of the Censua, 1963).

" for 1960 is based on data from the Cenaua of Population, 196, , Subjects lhpom

6

{Numbers in thouunds] . o'
Al Mar-
. . te- | Never{ ried, | DI- | WId-
. Labor force atatua and race male | mar- | hua- |vorced | owed
tamily| ried | band
heada absent
Lo ALL RACES
Population. . .ooooeeeoooeeeenn. 7.238| 922 | 1,645 | 2,109 | 2,558
Labor force .._..._..__ mermmceeen 3,932 493 892 [ 1,563 ' 924
Laber Jorce participation rate._. .| 54.3] S4.1 ) 58.2( 74.1| 38.1
Employed. ... ... ..o <} 3,540 454 753 | 1,419 | " 912
Unemployed.... __............| 392 45 139 144 62
Unemploymenl [£.1 (O, 10.0 3.0| 156, 9.2 6.4
WHITE
: Populnuon ........................... . 491 852 { 1,714 | 2,082
Labor force................ . 292 535 | 1,288 78
Labor force participation rate_ 59.54) 56.2] 75.1] 37.9
Employed___.___.... ... \ 283 |, 449 1,175 735
Unemployed_.__.._._.____..._. 2 9 86 113 43
Unemployment rate____._____.. 8.7 3.1} 16.1 8.8 5.5 .
BLACK : v
Population . _:.._...... : Jnes7| 7] en| 37| 476
Labor force, 983 197 6 256 185
Participation rate_ S1.1| 47.2| S1.3| 69.8] 38.9
Employed._._......... -.-| 851 161 | 294] 227( "167
Unemployed.. . .. ..._....__. 138 36 “S21 .29 18
Unecaployment rite. ____._._.._. - 4.0 18.3] 15.0( 11.3 9.7
married were, considerably younger and thus had

P

Table 4. Labor torco s'alus of female famlily heads, by
marital status and race, “March 1975

more formal schooling than other women heading
families. White single heads were more likely to hold

“professional-technical jobs than divorced, separated,

and widowed white women. Black single heads were .
more likely to hold clerical jobs than other black

- women heading families.

_ The-educational levels of female heads.by age and
race in table 6 show, in part, why the young heads

‘were several rungs up the occupational ladder

from the older female heads. Professional-technical -

_jobs frequently requite education beyond high

-school, and most clerical employees must have a

high school diploma. Yet, 1 out of:every 4 female
heads has not éven attended high school, and for .
those age 45 or over, the situation is worse, par-
ticularly if they are black women.

Children

- The unprecedented growth in the number of single’
and divorced women heading families has been ac-

N companied by a phenomenal increase in-the number

"of children living in such families. In March 1975,
¥ out of 7 children under age 18 were in families

without fathers, up from 1 out of 10 in March 19708 ..

More than 9 million chlldren were. members of such
famnilies; about one-fourth of them were under age 6

-
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In the last few years, the proportion of female-headed

families with preschoolers has not shown as much

increase as that of families with school: age children,
d reflection of the substantial decline in fertility rates.

' among American women. '
About 54 percent of the 9 million children had
working mothers in 1975. For these mg}hers the
greater the number of children, the smaller the

chance of being in the work force, as indicated by .

their labor force participation rates. They ranged

from 67.4 percent for mothers with.one child dnder

«age. 18; 62.0 percent for two children; 54.1 percent
- for three children; 48.4 percent for four chlldren
and 34.6 percent for five children. - . |

Unemployment increased with the number of chil-

dren in the home: In March 1975, femal heads with ~ ~

one or two childrgn had an unemployment rate of 8.6
percent, compared to a rate of 17.1 percent for

“ women with three children ‘or more:. Several other
factors are involved in this relationship. -

The higher the educational level of a mother head-
ing her own family, the lower the average number of
childten per family: 1.8 for those women with 4
years of college or more, compared with 2.9 for
women heads with less than 8 years education.®’

Black mothers heading families were twice ‘as -

likely as white mothers to have three children or
more, 30 out of 100, compared with .15 out of 100.
These black mothers also had lower participation

rates, higher unemployment rates, lower educational
levels, and higher rates of poverty.

Income °

In 1974, the median income for all female famnly
heads was $6,400, less than half that of husband-wife
families—$13,800. *About 2.8 million female heads
had a total family income of less than $5,000 and
almost 3 out of 4 of these women had children under
18 in the home (table 7). The labor force participa-

- tion rate for these mothers was 41.8 percent and
" their unemployment rate was a staggering 24.2 per-

o

cent. At the upper end. of the income scale, 2.1
million women heading families had a total family
income of $10,000 or more. Their labor force par-
ticipation rate was 83.6 percent; their unemployment
rate was 4.6 percent; and only 4 out of 10 .of the

‘women in this income bracket had children under 18.

A larger proportion of black than of white womer. -
heading families had- less . than $5,000 total family
income—6 out of 10 compared with 3 out of 10.
Nevertheless for both races, labor force partncnpatxon
was highest and unemployment lowest for women in
the highest income group.

" As, Joted earlier, a common characteristic of fawn-
ilies headed by women is poverty. In 1974, for non-
farm families headed by women, the poverty ctitoff -
was $5,014 for a four-person family {11 percent

~ higher than in 1973 because of inflation), $3,822

Tabie 5. Mnlor occupation group of employed female family heads, by maritai status and race, March 1975

[Percent dulnbulmnl

All races = White Black
v Major occupation group
. ' Never |Divorced Never |Divorced Never |Divorced
_ Fotul | married | or sep- |Widowed| Total | marrled | or sap~ [Widowed| Total | married | or sep- |Widowed
arated ’ _arated arated
o . -
. Total employed: : . ’ . C
Number (thouszads)............ 3.541 454 2,173 913 2,644 284 1.624 736 852 161 523 168
Percent. . ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 106.0 ~
Vllma mllar WOTKRIS. ... oo | s5.7 58.8 57.3 50.5 62.1 . 61.3 64.9 56.4 356 52.2 U0 25.0
. § and technical............... 12,2 16.5 11.9 11.0 13.1 .| 18.0 127 | 115 87 8.1 9.2 1.7
Mlmur: and administrators, except farm. 5.4 5.1 5.1 6.2 6.4 6.7 6.2 6.9 2.0 2.5 - 1.9 2.4
"SalesWOrkers. . ....o.ooceenenemreaennns 4.2 3.1 40 5.1 5.0 2.5 5.0 5.8 1.9 3.7 1.3 1.8
Clesicai workers..........oc.ccveemeenn. 339 341 |- 36.3 28. 1 37,7 | . 331 -41.0 321 23.0 37.9 21.6 13.1
Blue-collar workers... .. ...... .....i..... "16.6 20.3 16.3 154 | -16.2 21.8 15.2 15.¢ 17.5 18.0 ,19.1 125
Craft and Iundred workers. ... ..... 1.5 2.2 1.4 1.5 [~ 1.6 2.1, 1.4 5.9 1.2 1.9 *1.0 1.2 .
Dperatives, except transpart. . 13.3 16.7 13.1 11.9 12.7 18.3 12.2 11.7 14.7 u.s 15.7 11.3
Transport equipment opmlms .6 .2 7 7 .8 4" .7 .8 A o 6 fi.....
Nonhrm laborers...._......... 1.2 1.1 |8} 1.3 1. .11 1.1 .9 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.9 |ocaoa...
SOrvice WOTKErS......oooneeeemoloeeeeene . 27.2 205 | 263 | 327 2.2 16.5 19.8 26.4 46.4 “28.6 46.8 61.3
Private household workers. _............. 4.4 4.4 4.0 5.1 L8 7 1.7. 2.4 12.7 1.2 11.5 17.3
AII other sarvice workers................ 22.8 16.1 2.2 276 | 19.4 | 158 18.0 2.9 '33.7 17.4 35.4 4.0
Farmworker: .............................. 4 4 1 1.1 .5 4 ] 1.1 A [T P, 1.2
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for a three-person famrly and $3,167 for a two-'

person family.?® By these, standards, about 2.2 million

~families headed by women were living in poverty. As’

- might be ‘expected, black-families were more likely
.to be {00
level. Tygrcal traits of these families included hav-
ing a family head who was unlikely to have grad-
uated from high school, had little or no work ex-

. perrende during the previous year, or worked in a

low_paying occupation. Also, many of these famrlres
had no earners.™ ' v

A drsproportronate share of -all chrldren under 18
in families headed by women lived in poor familfes.
In 1974, 9 out of 10 of the women living below the
‘poverty level had children under 18 in the home.
These children comprised over 50 percent of all chil-
dren in female-headed families compared with only

8 percent for. male-headed families.!? For blacks,

" these proportions were 2 out of 3 for female heads
and 1 out of 5.for ‘male heads. Hence, children in
families headed by women commonly grow up in an

" environment affected not on’y by the psychological

straius resulting from a single parent—the mother—
haviifg the sole responsibility fof their discipline,
- training, health, and guidance, but also the phy§1cal
" problems related to poverty.'®

The 5 million women who had famrly incomes

above the poverty line were not by any means well -

off. As shown below, less than 30 percent of families
headed by women reported 1974 incomes as high as
$10,000 or more, compared with 70 percent of fami-
lies headed by men living with their wives:_

Family headed Family headed

by husband by woman
-Total .......... - 100.0 - ,100.0
Under $5,000 ........ : 9:1 38.8
. $5000to $6,999 ...... 7.8 15.8
"$7,000 to $9,999 ...... 13.3 162 .-
$10,000 and over ..... 69.8 - 28.5

" The existing ‘income differential between families

- headed by women and men is explained largely by.

the number of earners present and their source of
income. Husband-wife families were more likely to
have earned i iicome. Ninety-one percent of husband-
- ‘'wife families compared with76 percent of female-
headed families had at least one earner in 1974.
Male-headed families were also twice as likely as
+ femalé-headed families to_have two earners or more
_—6.out of 10 compared to 3 out Sf 10. However,
the’ income dxfferentral narrowed srgmﬁcantly when

8 . e

ver 1 out of 2 were below the poverty '

Table 6. Ysan .of sehool completed by female family

heads, March 1975 .
et
AW | under | 45
Years of school completed fenales 45 yqars
T . family | yoars | and .
v heads | . old older
a
WHITE ,
Total: Number.............._.. e 5211 -} 2,540 | 2,671
100.0 100.0
tlementary:. ! w4 | 37
High schoot: 21.1 16.4 .
. 43.3 30.9
College: 13.3 11.0
: 1.8 8.0
<
BLACK _ -
" Total; NUMbr-oo--oeeooomeaeeconeen . 1,937 | 1,280 658
Parcent. oot -+ 100:0 | 100~ | 100.0
. . o . . N
Elementary: 8 yearsorless................... | 267 15.1 49.4
High school- 110 3 years..... 31,6 35.4 4.3
4 years...... -] 311} 380 17.8
College: 4 to 3 years g 1.7 ©.8.7 5.8
¢ 4 years or moro 28 | .. %8 2.7

female-headed -families had- two eaimers or more.
Their -median income was $10,990 comparéd to
$16,870 for a_multiearner husband-wife famrly
One out of every 8 families he aded by women had'an
annrual.income of $15,000 or inore.. The majority of
these families had two earners or more.

. Most women heading families (4.4 million) have
a combination of earnings and other _income. As .
expected, their income level ($8,230 in 1974) was

* well abeve that of the 1.1 millicn women who either

had earnings only ($6,830) or the 1.7 million. women

Table 7. Famlly Income of lomale family heads, by labor '
force status and preunce ol own chlildren under 18, March
1975

) "[Nurnbm in thouunds] : L o
Labor | i

o Pop- | Labor| force | ‘Un- | Unem-
Family Income als- | force | particl-| em- | ploy-

tion patlon |ployed| ment

rate |. rate

* Alitemale family heads.... .| 7,238 | 3:.931 | s6.3°| 31 | 9.9

With own chifdren under 18.] 4,402 | 2,636 | 59.9 | 326' L 12.4

Family income under $3. 000, total_. ... 1,373 459 |- 33,4 141 30.7
With own children.under 18___.... 1.085 | 396 | 36.5 129 | 32.6
Family incame $3,000-$4,999, total.,..| 1,436 5971 416 | W 16.2
With own children under 18.__._..| 1,036 91 4.4 86 17.5

Family income $5,000-$6,999, total.__.| 1,144"] 639 | %5.9 53 8.3

. With own children under 18___.___| 765 | £00 | 65.4 4 8.2

N B

_ Family income $7,000-$9,999, total..._| 1,225 | 840 | 68.6 ‘53 6.3,
With own children under 18. .. _.... . No| 575| 81.0 3| 68

Family income $10, 000 and over, total..| 2,059 1,39 | 67.8 47 3.4

With own children under 18. . __... 806 g'l - 83.6 31 4.6

k]
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" who.hzd other jncome only ($3,510).

. mamage, or adopuon

plementary qV
~ force cornducted f

3

Income other than earnings incluydes social se-
curity payments, public assistance payments, interest,
dividends, and rental income. The/majority of the

families
50c1al and

! Family Head—-—The eri- family head 'as used in this
‘rticle refers to the head of a/primary or secondary family “
sndmg_w_gh h_one or mgre pefsons who are related by blocd,

déed data in tke tables and inost .
pnmanly on mformauon from sup-
in the March 1975 survey of the lator .
!he Bureau of Labor Statistics by the
Bureau of/the Census through its Current Population Sur-
Vey./E.%hma!es based on a sample, such as those shown in
th{tabl'es, may yary considerably from results obtained by
a complete coufit in cases where the -numbers shown age
small. Therefore, differences between small numbers or ver-
cents based on them may not be significant. For - re
merma!lon, see Howard Hayghe, “Marital and family char-
acteristics of’ workers, March 1975," Monthly Labor Re-
‘view, November 1975, pp. 52—56 reprinted with additional
tabular data and an explanatory noLe as Specnal Labor Force
Report 183 . 2

Unless otherwnse 1
of the text are

Famllles are cIassnﬁed as being above or below the low-
mcome Nevel accordmg to the poverty index adopted by a
Federal Interagency, Committee in 1969. The poverty thres-
holds /are updated every year to reflect changes in the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI). Thus, the poverty threshold for a
nonfarm family of four headed by a woman was $5,014 in_
1974 about 11 percent hngher than the comparable 1973
cp!oﬁ of $4 ,521. For further details, see Characteristics of
the Population below the Poverty 'Level: 1974, Current
Population Reports, Consumer Income,  Series P-60, No.

/ 102 (Bureau of the Ceusus. 1976), pp. 1, 143, and 146.°

?See Beatrice Rosenberg and Ethel Mendelsohn, “Legal

© Status of Women,” The Book of States, 1974-75, Vol. XX

(Lexington, Ky., Council of State Governments, 1974)
See Female Family Heads, Current Population Reports,

FOOTNOTES-

table 52,. 104.

-Augus! 1975),

lies headed by'women is continuously ::sing; while
hat of men is steadily falling. From 1470 to 1674,
the number of poor families headed by women had
risen by 21 -percent, while those h¢ .de:t by men had

[

declined by 17 pércent. For several miilion of these™

women, the barriers impeding the climb continue to

- be inadequate training.and ¢-iucation for the current
job market, and, in some cases, heavy. child care’
. responsibilities. More paid employment would seem
to be the sotation, but in r2ality most of these women

are at the lower citd of the occupation ladder. Unless

1]

they can pcretraic the more skilled occupations that"

pay higher salaries, they will not be able to provide
their famnhe&an adequate orcomfortable living. []

. Ee
Vo &

L

Zpecial Studies, Series P-23, No. 50 (Bureau of the Census,
1974), p. 1. Also see Paul C. Glick, Some Recent Changes
in American Families, Current Populution Reports, Special

“eudies, Series P--.., No 52 (Bureau of the: Cenus, 1974),
p. 8.

* Fer:ale Family Head% p. 1.

*See Lucy 'B. Malian, “Young Widows and Their Chil-
dren: A Compara!ive Report,” Social Security Bulletin, May
1975, pp. 3221, L s .

* Mallan, “Young Widows and Their Chlldren, p. 5.

*See Money Income in 1974 of Families and Persons in
the United States, Current Population Reports, Consumer
Income, Senes P-69, No. 101 (Bureau of the Census, 1976),

o

. _ o
* Children of Workiiig Mothers, March 1975, Summary/
Special Labor Force Réport (Bureau of Labor Statistics,
table 1.

* Household and Family Characlensncs March 1975,
Current Population Reports, Population Characteristics,
Series P-20, No. 291 (Bureau of the Census, 1976), table
14, p. 68. - -

1* See Characteristics -of - lhe Populalion below the Poverty
Level: 1974, table A3, p. 146.

" Money lncome and Poverty Status .of Families and
Persons in the United Sfates: 1974, Current Population Re-
ports, Consumer Income, Series P-60, No. 99 (Bureau of
the Gensus, 1975), p. 22.

12 Characlensncs of the Populauon below the Poverly
Level: 1974, table 29.

" For .more detail, see Robert L. Stein, “The econoﬁic
status of families headed by women,” Monthly Labor Re-
Hew December 1970, pp. 3-10. :
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A basic refernncq.soume showing how o ) T,
negotiators in different indystries handle
specitic problenis, comglete with . .
e illustrative tlauses identified by the T
. 3 . ) " tompany and union signatories, and
; g .detalled tabulations on prevalence ot
AR . clauses.
'/” OI - M
. Based on an analysis of about 1800 .
maijor agreements. 15 bulleting dealing ' I
. ' o . with key 1ssues in collective bargaining . T
— : A S . have been completed by the Bureau of
) . ° T ‘LarorStatistics. S ? : *
< ) .- N . . . " . - - . - N
ORDER FORM _ . _ . 3 o
" Check the . o .
.Publication > Bulletin - Date of -
Desired Titlee o e . Number % Publication Price
) ° ‘ v : Major Collective Bargaim:ng Agreéments: .
- Grievahce Précedures *. ... .. 1425-17 . 1964 ... ..., $ 145-
-_— Severance Pay.and Layolf Benefit Plans ...... 142520 N 1965............... .. 1.80
—_— Supplemental Unemployment Benefit Plans and . . o . o
Wage-Employment Guagantees. .. ... ... .. ... SR 1425-3....... .. o 1965...... e -1.80
C— Deterred Wage Increasé 4nd Escalator Clauses....... ..... L. 1425-4 T 1966 ................. 1.10
—_ Management Rights-an Umon Management Cooperatlon ...... 1425-5. .. ... Tl 1966 ................. 135
— Arbifration Procedures (... .: . D .. 14256, .. ... . 1966 . ............ .. e~ 2.40
—_ Training and Retraining Peovisions 2*.... .. ... PR, 1425-7.. .. ... ... .. 1969 S PR . 1.05
— Subcontracting......... ... . 14258, ... ... Loenl . 1969 T 110
— Paid Vacation and Holiday Provisions. : ... ... T c... 14259 969 .. 1.90
I Plant Movément. Transter, and Relocation Allowances .. ... .. ... 1425-10.............. 1969 .. ... ..., 1.55 -
—— Seniority in Promotion and Transfer Provisions . . ...... ... Lo 14251 1970 .. ........ ... ... 1.25
o — Administration of Negotiated Pen5|on Health,and * - : . - .
InsurancePlans ............o...... oL C 1425120 1970 ................ - 1.00.
_— Layoff. Recall, and Worksharing Procedures . .................. 142543, ... ... 1972l 1.75
S Administration of Seniority . . . ...... ... ... . ... 142514, ... ... ..., 1972 . ool 1.25
Hours, Overtime and Weekend Work ... .... ... ... e 142515 ... ... .. 1974 ... ... L. 1.45
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Total for all 15 Bulietins

. ) Ré’gional Office - e .
' - Bureau of Labor Statistlcs
v : U.S. Department of Labor .
To order, check the bulletins wanled 1603 Federal Building. Boston, Mass. 02203 -~ - .
above, and mail with payment, to your nearest 1515 Broadway. New York. N.Y. 10036 . s
- Bureau of Labor Statistics regional office. - * P.O. Box 13309, Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 .« o

1371 Peachtree Street, N.E.. Atianta. Ga. 30309
230 S. Dearborn Street. Chicago, lll. 60604

911 Walnut Street, Kansas City, Mo. 64106

555 Gnitin Square Building, Dallas, Texas 75202
450 Golden Gate Ave.. San Francisco, Calif. 94102

MAKE CHEGK FAYABLE TO
SUPERINTENDENT OF - -
DOCUMENTS. Prices of Governmen!
publications are sub|ecl lo change
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